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The Propoſitions of SireAnthony Thomas knight.and Tehn Worſop Eſquire, for making of the 
bargains with the Country, and Henry Briggs Profeſſor of the Mathematicks in the -oninertie of Oxford, Heldebrand 


Pruſon, Citizen and Salter of L © x Þ 0 w, and Cornelizs Drible Engenecre, withthe reſt of the Vndertakers for the dray- 
ning of the Levell within the fixe Counties of Norfolke, Suffolke, Cambridge, Iſle of Elie, Huntington, 
North-hampton and Lincelne-ſhire , on the South ſide of Gleaxe, 


(**) 


ea BHEREAS the Countric have offered to Maſter Burrel/and his Aſſociates, for the drayning of thegrear Levell in the ſixc 

AV! i &/F Counties aforcſayd , and tor the maintenance of the worke , -becing done, the quantitic of 80000 Acres, of which he 

Nt: Ne offererh ro ingage vntothe Countric but 10000 Acres for the maintenance of the worke. 

AMZRWee offer, thar if the Countric will or can allott the ſayd proportion of 80000 Acres to us , we will undertake to drayne 

the ſayd Levell, and will inzage 15000 Acres, anda rent of 4 d. the Acre out of the whole $0000 Acres amountins to 

1333 b per Annum, forthe maintenance of our worke, and will give to every Cortager , whoſe houſe ſhall happen to ſtand upon any 
part of the Land allorted to us, the ſumme of foure pounds towards the erecting of a new houſe , in ſome other part of the 
Common. 

Bir becauſe we conceiue it very difficult (if not impoſſible) ro apportion, and ſer out a certaine number of Acres, out of ſo many 
and various particulars, as muſt neceſlarily be conteined in ſo great a quantitic of ground, unlefle the ſame ſhould be taken only out of 
the Commons, and the ſeueralls ſpared, which we cannot conceiue reaſonable, we tacrefore propound as followeth. 


\TIRST, whercas by the Lawe, the Commiſſioners of Sewers have no power to make a bargaine for any Compoſition of 
Land, till ataxe be ſer, and not paid, at the day appointed : We defire that a taxe of tenne ſhilling be laid upon every Acre of land, 
thatlyerh under the high-water-marke, or is annoyed with freſh or ſalt water , or ſhall receive benctir, or eaſe by drayning within the 
Levell; to which lowe demand we are deſcended, tor the eaſe of the Countrie , which taxe muſt be paid at a day certaine, and to re- 
maine in the hands of ſuch as the Commiſſioners ſhall thinke fit to keepe it , the Vndertakers to have proportionably thereof, accor- 
ding to ſuch parts and proportions of = {aid ſurrounded grounds, as they ſhall from time to time drayne; Px ov r » z » thatthe 
layd part be firſt adiudacd drayned, and exceed the quantitic of 100000 Acres, 


| 8 , SECONDLY, For ſo much of this taxe, as ſhall not be paid at the day appointed ; we defire of the worſt Land , one halfe ; Of tho 
kcond ſort, onethird part ; Of the third ſort, one fourth part. 


, THIRDLY, Whoſoever ſhall thinke fit, to redeeme ſuch part or proportion of his owne Lands, being ſeverall, as by the Commilſ- 
ſioners ſhall be allotred to the Vndertakers, ſhall (if he defire it ) adventure ſeven ſhilling for every Acre of his Land, chagged with 
theſayd raxe of tenne ſhilling (theeſtimare being ſet downe under his hand, of the whole number of Acres of his ſayd Land) fo, as it 
be within 5 of 100, and 50 of 1000; and fo ſhall not part With any Land of his at all. 


. FOVRTHLY, Whoſoever ſhall be unable or m_—_— to pay the taxe of tenne ſhilling the Acre, or to venture ſeven ſhilling the 

' Acre, and yet willing to rcdeeme his ſeveralls, given by rhe Commiſhoners. We therefore make this offer, that he ſhall, if hc plcale, 

| have.a deteazance, or ſuch other ſecuritic, as by Councell ſhall be adviſed from us : Thar if he pay thirteen ſhilling foure pence for c- 

| every Acreof his ſaid ſeveralls , charged with the ſaid taxe of renne ſhilling, after they are adiudged drayned by the Commiſſioners, 

then he fall reraine all his ſeveralls to himſelfe. P « 0 v 1 » « », that he demand the layd defcazance, or other ſecuritic, within one 
moneth after the A or Decree of Sewers , whereby his Land ſhall bedecrecd to us, 


.HFTLY, And becauſe wedefireto give all poſſible caſe, and content to the ©-mMmry, wee are content that one ſhilling of the taxc 


of renne ſhillings for cucry Acre be left 1nth? hands oi the owner , ana one ſh: 1117 of row! {euen advenumecd , arid oc thilling foure 
pence of the mony duc by the defeazance, ſhall reni21n? inthe h:nds of ihe win is. + . 4: £-Nt occalion and 1.ceiliiic torce vs tc 
all, for ſome part, or the whole, which yet we hope we ſh-Ii ©n el, Bu for tl © ut! r eaſe of che Cou ury, we arc content that 
thcy ſhall pay the ſaid ſeven ſhillings Adventure, tor cuery Act. agt fviralls, vamana 2nd forine following. v2. two ſhillings 


within one moneth after the taxe is ſer, and rwo ſhilling two monctis . t.or,and the o:hcr wo ſhilling ewo monerhs after that: one ſhil- 
ling beino fill left in their hands as aforeſaid. And tor the twelve ſulting of the thirtcenc ſhilling toure pence , to be paid after the 
> ®-worke ſhall be adiudged drayned, we demand to have it paid as followcth ; v=. fourc ſhillings within one moncth, and foure ſhillings 
” three moucths after thar, and the other foure ſhilling threernorifths ater that. 


SIXTHLY.. If the houſe of any Cortager ſhall happen to ſtand in any part of any Common allotted to us, wee will build him an 
3 - 

other in ſome convenient place in or upon the ſame Common, F--0 : 

If any of theſe three ntarrs. offers be accepted, we will undertake agenerall drayning of the Fennes, and other Grounds annoyed with 
freſh or ſalt waters, within this Levell, and will expect no me ho: bur our of ſuch lands, as ſhalbe adiudged drayned, or fuch mo- 
ney as the Countries ſhall agree to giue beforc hand by wayFot Adventure. | 

Wee will undertake wr make OS and lake for ever, at our ownecharge, all ſuch draynes and workes, as wee ſhall make, and will 

ingage for the performance thereof, a reaſonable a5 or of Laril, as ſhall be agreed upon berweene us and the Commiſſioners, 

F Thar al the maine workes ſhall be made Nauigable, and be built for the moſt part, with Bricke and Stone. 

' Thatall Owners of Land and parties interefſed ſhall haue libertie ro adventure, after the rate of other adventurers. 

That wee will vndertake to performe all this within foure yeeres ro beeaccompred from the time , the bargaine ſhall be tully perfected, 
with the Commiſſioners and the country. So vve receive no impediment from the Commitſtoners,'nor the Country. 


Dated the 11, of Tanuaty, 1629» 
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